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Suuthern Callfurnla Rental Market Early Yaar Mnmentum

February is when the rental market quietly starts building momentum
toward spring. While activity may still feel moderate, this is typically when
serious renters begin planning moves for March through May.

Across Southern California, we're seeing:
¢ Increased online rental searches compared to January.
e Early renewal discussions from tenants evaluating long-term plans.
e Strong demand for well-presented, move-in-ready homes.

Key Insight:

February is a preparation month. Owners who fine-tune pricing and
presentatmn now are better positioned before the spring surge begins.

.

Pricing Strategy - Before the Spring Rush

Spring is historically the strongest leasing season. February is the right time to:
¢ Review comparable rents in your area.
e Evaluate upcoming lease expirations.
e Decide whether renewal or turnover makes more financial sense.
o Adjust strategy before competition increases.

Small pricing adjustments made early can prevent longer vacancies later.

Maintenance Focus - Spring Preparation Starts Now

¢ HVAC servicing before heavier usage begins.
¢ Interior paint touch-ups.
e Appliance checks and minor repairs.



Maintenance Focus - Spring Preparation Starts Now

Landscaping refresh for curb appeal
also goes a long way in preparing
your property for the busy season.

Pro Tip:

Properties that photograph well
and show clean, updated interiors

= ?‘ lease significantly faster in peak season.
Legislative & Compliance Check

Early in the year is a good time to:
e Review lease templates for any updated
disclosures.
e Confirm notice timelines for renewals.
¢ Ensure documentation systems are organized
and up to date.
Compliance isn't just about avoiding penalties —
it protects long-term stability.

Mortgage & Investment Outlook

Mortgage rates remain a key factor influencing Y
tenant behavior. While modest fluctuations are
expected throughout 2026, affordability challenges
continue to keep many residents renting longer.
For owners, this means:

e Strong retention opportunities.

e More stability in qualified tenants.

* A continued advantage for well-managed properties.

Owner Tip of the Month
—— Prepare in February. Perform in Spring.
The strongest leasing results in April and May typically come
from decisions made in February. Owners who plan maintenance,
renewals, and pricing early consistently outperform those who wait.
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